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HOUSE BI LL 1896

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Kastama

Read first tinme 02/09/1999. Referred to Comrittee on Economnic
Devel opnent, Housing & Trade.

AN ACT Relating to the right of first refusal for nobile hone park
pur chases; and anendi ng RCW 59. 23. 025 and 59. 23. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWH59.23.025 and 1993 ¢ 66 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) If notice of a desire to purchase has been given under RCW
59. 23. 015, a park owner shall notify the qualified tenant organization
that an agreenent to purchase and sell has been reached and the terns
of the agreenent, including the availability and terns of seller
financi ng, before closing a sale with any other person or entity. |If,
wthin ((t+hi+ty)) sixty days after the actual notice has been received,
the qualified tenant organi zation tenders to the park owner an anount

equal to two percent of the agreed purchase price, ((+refundable—onty
acecordingtothis—echapter)) which is refundable if the purchase is not

made by the qualified tenant organization, together wth a fully
execut ed purchase and sal e agreenent at | east as favorable to the park
owner as the original agreenent, the nobile hone park owner nust sel

the nobile home park to the qualified tenant organi zation. The tenant
organi zati on nust then close the sale on the sane terns as outlined in
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the original agreenent between the park owner and the prospective
purchaser. 1In the case of seller financing, a nobile honme park owner
may decline to sell the nobile honme park to the qualified tenant
organi zation if, based on reasonabl e and objective evidence, to do so
woul d present a greater financial risk to the seller than would selling
on the same ternms to the original offeror

(2) If the qualified tenant organization fails to performunder the
terms of the agreenent the owner may proceed with the sale to any ot her
party at these terns. |f the park owner thereafter elects to accept an
offer at a price lower than the price specified in the notice, the
homeowners wi |l have an additional ten days to neet the price and terns
and conditions of this |Iower offer by executing a contract. If the
qualified tenant organization fails to perform followng two such
opportunities, the park owner shall be free for a period of twenty-four
nmonths to execute a sale of the park to any other party.

(3) A nobile honme park owner who enters into a signed agreenment to
sell or transfer the ownership of the nobile hone park to arelative or
a legal entity conposed of relatives or established for the benefit of
relatives of the nobile home park owner, who signs an agreenent stating
the intention to maintain the property as a nobile home park is
exenpted fromthe requirenents of this section and RCW 59. 23. 030.

Sec. 2. RCWH59.23.030 and 1993 c 66 s 6 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Failure on the part of a nobile home park owner to give notice as
required by this chapter renders a sale of the nobile hone park that
occurs within ((t+hirty)) sixty days of the tine the qualified tenant
organi zati on knows or has reason to know that a violation of the notice
provi sions of RCW59. 23. 015 has occurred, voi dable upon application to
superior court after notice and hearing. |If the court determ nes that
the notice provisions of this chapter have been violated, the court
shall issue an order setting aside the inproper sale. In an action
brought under this section, the court shall award the prevailing party
attorneys’ fees and costs. For the purposes of this section, a
"prevailing party" includes any third party purchaser who appears and
successfully defends his or her interest.

~-- END ---
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